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Dear Westville Families, 

This Friday, March 10, is a scheduled student half-day.  Students will be dismissed from school at 11:30 

am.  Teachers and staff will remain at school for professional development during this time.  We will be 

using the professional development time on this occasion to conduct a “Reunification Drill” with our 

staff.  This drill will allow our staff members to practice the plan we have in place for student 

reunification in the event of an emergency.  Please be aware that this drill will be taking place between 

12:00 pm and 3:00 pm.  Any unusual activity or emergency response vehicles observed at the school 

during this time is part of the drill and no cause for alarm or concern.  Our school offices will also be 

closed during this time period. 

Reunification is the process by which a school would evacuate all individuals from the school campus, 

and transport them by bus to another location (in our case, Purdue Northwest) for organized release to 

their parents/guardians.  In LaPorte County, many school districts have committed to using the Standard 

Reunification Method, which is the protocol from which our plan was modeled.  Reunification could be 

put into place for a variety of emergencies, including (but not limited to) a natural gas leak, carbon 

monoxide detection, bomb threat, fire, or active shooter.  Many school districts spend a lot of time 

practicing their response to actual emergencies (fire drills, active shooter drills, etc.), but very few 

practice what they would do next, once the scene is stabilized.  We believe that the process by which we 

would get kids back into the arms of their families is one of the most important parts of any emergency 

that could occur, and so it makes sense to practice it, to ensure that our staff is familiar and comfortable 

with how the process would unfold, and to provide families with the comfort in knowing that we have a 

plan in place that has been tested and proven efficient. 

Again, the drill will be conducted with staff only after students have been dismissed for the day.  We will 

provide families with an update via our website and social media after the drill is completed.  We hope 

that we are never faced with an emergency that would require us to evacuate students from the 

building and reunify them with families in another location, but by conducting this drill, we know we will 

be prepared to do so if the need would ever occur. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our school offices. 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Sandra Wood, Superintendent 

https://iloveuguys.org/The-Standard-Reunification-Method.html
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